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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2010-816
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Crescimbeni
Date of Introduction: October 26, 2010
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: October 28, 2010
Type of Action: Expression of support for legislative J-bill
Bill Summary: The bill expresses the Council’s support for proposed legislative bill J-6 which would amend City Charter Article 1 – Government – to establish an ethics chapter as Chapter 2 of Article 1.  The new chapter would incorporate the following items:
· An aspirational “declaration of ethics policy”;

· Provision for creation of an Ethics Code and independent and impartial Ethics Commission in the Ordinance Code which would have jurisdiction over all elected and appointed City officials, the constitutional officers, the independent agencies, and the School District;

· Establishment of an ethics oversight and compliance office with appropriate administrative support; and
· Provision for an ethics education and training program for all elected officials within 90 days of taking office.

The bill would repeal and replace the existing Charter section (18.10) relating to ethics education and application of ethics laws.

Background Information: The City Ethics Commission and the Charter Revision Commission both recommended that an ethics code be returned to the City Charter where such a code was included in the original charter adopted in 1968, but was removed in the early 1970s after a statewide ethics regulatory bill was adopted.  The recommendations of the two commissions were endorsed, with some amendments, by the Special Committee to Review Charter Revision Commission Recommendations.  
Policy Impact Area: Ethics code
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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